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On Nov. 26, the Peruvian military arrested retired Gen. Rodolfo Robles, one of the country's most
outspoken critics of human rights abuses by armed forces and intelligence service personnel. Just
prior to his arrest, Robles had accused the military during a television interview of condoning
operations by a notorious military death squad.
The arrest set off a dispute between President Alberto Fujimori and the military and again raised
questions regarding the influence of the military and the intelligence service in the administration.
Robles was apprehended on a Lima street on the morning of Nov. 26 as he walked from his home
to get a newspaper. Witnesses said intelligence agents hit him, sprayed something in his face, and
shoved him into a car. His detention caused a public outcry both in Peru and internationally, once
again putting Peru's human rights record in the spotlight. Robles was charged with insubordination,
insulting a superior officer, and defamation of the Peruvian armed forces.
The charges were presented in a military tribunal, despite Peruvian law under which retired military
are considered civilians. In the television interview, Robles had accused the military of sponsoring
"state terrorism," and he said the infamous "Grupo Colima," implicated in several massacres, was
behind the blowing up of a television transmission tower last October in the southeastern city of
Puno. The tower belonged to a television station that had been critical of the government.
The Grupo Colima was implicated in the 1992 assassination of a professor and nine students from
the Enrique Guzman y Valle University known as La Cantuta and in carrying out the massacre of 15
people at a party in the Barrios Altos district of Lima in 1991 (see NotiSur, 1/14/94 and 5/20/94). Nine
members of the military were convicted in 1994 in the La Cantuta case. However, they were released
following an amnesty passed by the Fujimori-controlled Congress last year (see NotiSur, 07/07/95
and 1/19/96). Robles, once the third-ranking officer in the Peruvian military, has long been critical
of human rights abuses within the ranks of the armed forces and intelligence services. He was still
on active duty in 1993 when he denounced the role of the Grupo Colima in the Barrios Altos and La
Cantuta massacres.
Robles also accused the shadowy de facto head of the military intelligence service, Vladimiro
Montesinos, of ordering the killings. Following his revelations, he was forced into retirement and
took refuge in the US Embassy in Lima. He went into exile in Argentina, returning last year after
passage of the amnesty that also freed the military convicted in the La Cantuta case.
Following Robles's arrest, his family secured an order for his release under a writ of habeas corpus
issued by a civilian court judge. But the Military Supreme Court (Consejo Supremo de Justicia
Militar, CSJM) ignored the order, creating the most serious confrontation between military and
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civilian authorities in Peru since 1993. The military court also barred Robles's lawyer, Heriberto
Benites Rivas, from practicing for five months and berated human rights ombud Jorge Santiestevan
for criticizing the arrest.
In addition, a superior court transferred Greta Minaya, the judge who ordered the release of Robles.
A higher court later revoked the controversial transfer of Minaya. After an initial silence, Fujimori
tried to steer a middle course, calling the way in which Robles was arrested "an error," and offering
to grant him a presidential pardon if the military court found him guilty. However, the president
said he could not stop the trial, even as commander in chief of the armed forces, because the military
judiciary is autonomous.
The military did not respond well to the criticism, mild though it was. On Dec. 2, about 60 tanks
and armored cars suddenly appeared in the streets. They were dispatched from the largest army
barracks in Lima, driving around the city for around 25 minutes before returning to their bases. The
saber- rattling created a wave of rumors, which Fujimori moved to quell. "I suppose the tanks came
out on some routine maneuver," said Fujimori. "And I don't think we should interpret this parade
practice as a political gesture." After Fujimori suggested a possible pardon, Robles and his lawyer
strongly rejected the idea, arguing such a measure would imply he was being pardoned for a crime
he did not commit. "I have committed no crime," said Robles. "I always knew that they had violated
my rights." Robles's rejection of a pardon forced the president to seek congressional support to
reassert his control of the armed forces.
On Dec. 3, Fujimori sent a bill to Congress to grant an amnesty covering precisely the infractions
that Robles was charged with. The bill was generally welcomed as a convenient way to end the
standoff between the military and civil authorities. It quickly passed with no votes against and
only seven abstentions. Robles's lawyer also welcomed the bill but said there was still a risk that a
military court could charge Robles or other retired officers for future comments made to the media.
Benites said a law was needed to make it clear that ex-officers are not subject to the military code of
conduct to prevent military courts from abusing their authority.
On Dec. 6, the hastily passed amnesty law was promulgated, paving the way for Robles's release. A
related law, passed at the same time, gives amnesty to the judge who was punished for issuing the
writ and also to the military judges who authorized the violent arrest of Robles. When Robles left the
Real Felipe military installation on Dec. 7, he called the amnesty "a political solution, constitutional
and legal but immoral." While Robles's release ended a potential confrontation between military
and civilian courts regarding his fate, it did not resolve the underlying issues of the excessive power
of the military and Montesinos in the civilian government or of human rights abuses that have
consistently enjoyed impunity during Fujimori's presidency.
Human rights groups said the immediate reason for Robles's arrest was apparently his allegations
that one of the three army officers charged with the attack on the Puno television station was a
member of Grupo Colina. Protection of Grupo Colima appears to be a priority for the military high
command, and Robles had become an unofficial channel for expressing the views of dissenting
officers who do not agree with its methods. Leftist Deputy Javier Diez Canseco said he thought the
arrest was "a show of strength" by military authorities led by armed forces chief Gen. Nicolas de
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Bari Hermoza Rios. "Hermoza Rios is putting on a show of strength before military promotions are
decided in December," Diez Canseco said. "In Peru, it becomes clearer all the time that Fujimori is
not the one in charge." Diez Canseco also said there was no evidence that the military elite might be
planning a coup, but rather it was defiantly warning Fujimori not to interfere in areas that Hermoza
Rios considers off limits for the civilian government.
Even though Fujimori's amnesty appeared to have resolved the immediate crisis, he must now
deal with the more difficult issue of military promotions and the influence of Hermoza Rios and
Montesinos in the government. Political analysts in the Peruvian media are now asking whether
Fujimori will feel strong enough to dismiss Hermoza Rios, who has been in charge of the army and
the military high command since April 1992 when he supported Fujimori's "self- coup," in which the
president dissolved parliament and fired top judges. Fujimori has recently watched his popularity
nosedive, falling to 41% a drop of almost 30 points since last January. Contributing to the public's
waning support have been drug-trafficking allegations against Montesinos (see NotiSur, 08/22/96),
growing unemployment, and an economic slowdown. Thus, political considerations will likely
influence Fujimori's decision regarding the military and intelligence leadership.
Meanwhile, on Dec. 10, opposition Deputy Henry Pease of the Union por el Peru (UPP) introduced a
bill to modify the Code of Military Justice to clarify that retired military are legally civilians, are free
to express their opinions, and cannot be tried in military courts. Passage of the bill may soon prove
beneficial for Robles. Less than 24 hours after being released, he accused Fujimori of "co-opting
state mechanisms to exercise control over the population," and said the president wants to institute
"perpetual re-election and create an autocracy" in Peru. At the same time, Robles repeated his
warnings about Grupo Colima. "If it is not eliminated, if it is not dismantled, if paramilitary groups
are not punished, it will give a blank check to impunity," said Robles. "Protecting the group's actions
is state terrorism." (Sources: New York Times, 12/02/96; Inter Press Service, 11/26/96, 12/03/96;
Washington Office on Latin America, 12/05/96; United Press International, 12/03/96, 12/04/96,
12/06/96, 12/07/96; Reuter, 11/26/96, 12/08/96; Spanish news service EFE, 11/30/96, 12/01/96, 12/06/96,
12/08/96, 12/10/96)
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